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Title:  Calling All Knights and Dames:  Up and To Arms! 

Presenter Name:  Lion Hope Barbare, District S GMT coordinator 

Description:  Just as medieval knights armed themselves for battle to defend their 
kingdom, twenty-first century Knights of the Blind, Lions, must arm themselves with tools 
to fight off isolation, fear, and apathy which threaten our clubs’ existence, vitality, and ability 
to serve.  This session is designed to be interactive.  Participants will receive practical ideas 
and tools for ways to involve members in inviting others and promoting your club in the 
community.  There will be a time for sharing ideas with other clubs and then a look at the 
tools available from LCI.  Participants are encouraged (but not required) to bring a laptop, 
tablet, or smart phone.  Join the Knights of the Round Table to share, discuss, and arm 
yourself to go forth in purpose and courage to build, re-build, and strengthen your club. 

The presenter:  Lion Hope spent 38 years in the educational field, all in middle school.  
During Lion Hope’s 38 years in education, she served on various school and district 
committees including teams evaluating 2nd year teachers in Greenville County.  She has 
presented at both district and state conventions and at school and district professional 
development sessions.  She achieved National Board Certification for teaching young 
adolescents for both initial certification and renewal and was National Board Certified when 
she retired.   

Lion Hope is a newcomer to Lions Clubs International.  Lion Hope joined the Blue Ridge 
Lions Club when her husband, VD Governor Jim Barbare, was tapped to become inaugural 
president of the newly formed club in 2015.  Lion Hope has served as president, secretary, 
and service chair of her club.  On the district level, she has completed the Presenter’s 
Workshop, MD LLA, and has presented at several Lions Fellowship Retreats and training 
sessions. 

More recently District Governor Judy Scott recruited Lion Hope to fill the cabinet position of 
District GMT coordinator.  She challenged Lion Hope to write a grant, have pop-up meetings, 
and open communication channels.  During this lions’ year, Hope has received a membership 
grant for $1,745, published a monthly newsletter, Matters of Membership, facilitated a Lions 
Zoom café for conversations about membership issues, and developed and led zone 
meetings across the district resulting in enhanced collaboration among clubs about issues 
of membership. 

Hope and Jim have been married 37 years and have 2 sons, 1 daughter, 1 son-in-law, and 
1 daughter-in-law.  Four of the 5 are active lions.  Lion Hope enjoys spending time with 
family, beach vacations, flower gardening, relaxing on the front porch of her home with a 
good book, and playing with her rescued dog, Hershey.  


